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he oft-asked question, OHowdo you think this wine will age?@asat leastpartially answeredby our seventh

I annual Platinum Judging.

Last year, the Zerba Cellars 2003 Syrah earned a Platinum after it became eligible by winning gold at the Oregon Sate
Fair. This yea, the same wine got back into our competition on the strength of its gold meda at the Northwest Wine
Summit.

And it did evenbetter, winning a unanimous Double Platinum and eaming the distinction of being the top wine
in our competition.

If that werenOenough, this young Oregon winery won a second Double Platinum for its 2004Merlot and a
Platinumfor its 2003CabernetSauvignon.Our 2006 Oregon Winery to Watch is living up to its billing.

Co-ownerMarilyn Zerbasaid she wasespeciallypleasedby the results of the two wines from their young estate
vineyardon the Oregon side of the WallaWalla Valley Shehopes their fruit will continue to improve asthe vines
mature.

Each year, we conduct the Plainum Judging as a way to identify some of the NorthwestOg$ines wines.Nearly al the
winesin the competition earned their way in by winning gold somewhere else (see Page 68).

This is the secondtime in three yearsan Oregon wine hastaken our top spot. Two yearsago, it wasa Pinot Gris
from lIris Hill, another new winery.

But ZerbawasnOthe only big story.

(& The No. 2 wine wasfrom Jacksonfriggs Vintners, a perennial Platinum winner from British ColumbiaOs
OkanaganVvalley Jacksonfriggs earneda Double Platinum and an astonishingfive Platinums.

(& Gehringer Brothers EstateWineryin Oliver, B.C.,won a Platinum for the fifth consecutiveyear This yeatr, it
won three.

(& Vin du Lac,awinery in Chelan,Wash.,won our top spot lastyearwith a2003Cabemnet Franc.Its 2004
Cabemnet Franc repeatedasa Platinumthis yeatr.

(& Of the 32 Double Platinumsand Platinumsawarded,16 were reds, 10 were whites, four were ice wines and
two were rosZs.It wasthe first time arosZhad eamed a Platinum, and the SaintLaurentrosZtied for No. 2 overall.

(8 Two of our top wines, the SaintLaurentrosZand SnoqualmieMerlot, are terrific bargainsat $10and $11
respectively And with 11,000casesproduced, thereOs better than fair chancethe Snoqualmiewill be readily avait
able.

For our seventh annual Fatinum, we gathered 247 wines N our mostever N from Washington, Oregon, British
Columbia ard Idaho. Our panel included Parks Redwine of Atlanta, Ga., wine importer and director of two wine com-
petitions, including the Narthwest Wine Summit; Dan Berger of Santa Rosg Cdlif., renowned wine writer and director
of two internationa wine competitions; Coke Rah of Rchland, Wash., an attorney and international wine judge; and
Ken Rdbertson of Kennewick, Wadh.; a Wine PressNorthwest columnist and longtime wine writer.

For the first time, we put together a panel of five consumerjudges (read more about them later in this article).
They judged about half of the wines, including all of the Platinums,and scoredthem separately Their resultswere
interesting N and often startling.

Before you move on to the results, we will put out a caveat: These wines won gold medals throughout 2006.
As aresult, many are sold out at the wineries and will be difficult to find. However, many still will be in wine
shops or restaurants. Ask your favorite wine merchants to see what they can do for you. Additionally, many of
the B.C. wines are generally unavaibble in the United States and will require atrip across the 49th parallel. (&
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HOW ITOSCONDUCTED
Wnes are eligible for our Petinum Judging by winning a gold medal in any of about 30 competitions we track
throughout the year. Wines that earn an @utstandingOin any of our three peer-group judgings throughout the
year aso are eligible.
For the seventh annual Pltinum, we received 247 wines, our most ever, out of nearly 400 wines eligible.

ELIGIBLE WINE COMPETITIONS

Theseare the judgings we monitor for gold medals. The abbreviation is used throughout the reviews to indicate
where the gold meda was won.

acwe: All-Canadian Wine Competition. A national wine competition held each summer in Windsor, Ontario.

cHRON: The San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition is held each winter in Cloverdale, Calif. It isthe largest com-
petition of American wines.

criTics: Critics Challenge Internationa Wine Competition. Run each spring by Rabert Whitley in Southern Califomia.

paLLAs: The DalasMorning News Wine Competition is held each winter in Texas and is one of the largest judgingsin
North America

FINGER LAKES: Finger L&kes International Wine Competition is held each spring in upstate New York.

FLA: The Florida State Fair International Wine & Grape Juice Competition is held each winter in Tampa.

cHA: The Grand Harvest Awardsis an internationa competition conducted each winter by Vineyard & Winelty
Management magazine in Santa Rosg Calif.

IpAHO: The ldaho Wine Festival competition is conducted each summer by the Treasure Valley Wine Society.

IEwc: Intemetiona Eastern Wine Competition is staged by Vineyard & Winety Management magazine in upstate New
York.

INDY: The Indy International Wine Competition is held each summer at the Indiana State Fair. It is one of the largest
wine competitions in North America.

L.A.: The Los Angeles County Fair Wines of the World Competition is held each spring in Fomona, Calif. It is cansid-
ered one of the most prestigious judgingsin North America.

LONG BEACH GRAND CRU: Aninternationa wine competition conducted by Dan Berger each summer aboard the
Queen Mary in Southern Cdlifomia.

MONTEREY : Monterey Wine Competition, an international wine competition held in King City, Cadif.

nwiwe: New World International Wine Competition, held each winter in Southern California.

nws: The Northwest Wine Summit, held each spring at Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, is the largest judging of
Northwed wine.

OREGON: The Oregon Wine Competition is held each August in Sdem and is part of the Oregon Stte Fair. It is an
Oregon-only judging.

owr: The Okanagan Fall Wine Festival Judging is held each fall in Penticton, B.C It is open to British Cdumbia wines.

PR: Pacific Rim International Wine Competition is held each spring in San Bernardino, Calif., and is part of the
National Orange Show.

rRiwc: The Riverside International Wine Competition is conducted by Dan Berger each spring in Southern California.

SeaTTLE: The Sedttle Wine Saciety Competition is a Northwest wine judging held each summer.

sp: San Diego Internationa Wine Competition, held each spring in Southern Califomia.

sFi: San Francisco International Wine Competition. Held each summer in San Francisco.

Tc: Tri-Cities Wine Festival. A Northwed wine competition held each November in Pasco, Wash.

wasH: The Washington Sate Wine Competition is held each June in Yakima. It isthe only judging of Washington wines.
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wcwc: The West Coast Wine Competition is conducted each spring by Vineyard & Winery Management magazine in
Santa Rosa CAlif.

wiNEFEST : Hilton Head WineFest is an internationa wine competition held each winter in South Carolina.

wpehw : Wine PressNorthwest conducts three peer-group judgingsof Northwest wineseach year. Thoserated
@utstandingCare eligible for the Platinum. In 2006, we judged Cebernet Saivignon (spring), Pinot Gris (summer) and

gyrah (fll).
DOUBLE PLATINUM

Zerba Cellars $40

2003 Syrah, Walla Walla Valley This classySyrahis a prime exampleof Old World meets New World. It openswith the leathery, baconfat
aromasof a C™te-R™tithen glidesinto aromasand flavorsof blackberries,black raspberries, vanillaand ripe plums. This wine hasit all,
from rich, dark, focusedflavorsto beautiful acidity to moderate tannins and just the barestkiss of oak. Amazinglythis wine won a Platinum
lastyear, then waseligible for this yearOsompetition on the strength of a gold medal at the Northwest Wine Summit. This Syrahis available
from the Milton-Freewater, Ore., wineryOdibrary selection. Gold (NWS). N 418 cases produced

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $60 CDN

2005 Grand Reserve Riesling Ice Wine, Okanagan Valley Bruce Nicholson, the undisputed king of British Columbiaice wine, is the
only head winemalker this Oliver winery hasknown in its 12-yearhistory. Now, heO$ieadedhome to take the reins of Inniskillin Ontario. A
greatdessertwine like this is why heOlbe missedin Westem Canada.This fabulousice wine provides aromasof honey, limes, nectarines,
peachesand orange peel, followed by rich flavorsof poachedfruit and evena hint of toasted marshmallow While all ice wines are sweet,the

greatones separatethemselveswith balanceand acidity, and this one hasit all. Gold (LA). N 614 cases
Best Buy!
Saint Laurent Winery $10

2005 Rosé, Wahluke Slope Who thought a pink wine could be not only good but alsogreat?SaintLaurentis a fast-risingstar near
Wenatchee,Wash.,whose estatevineyardis on the Wahluke Slopeappellation. This blend of Syrah(65%), Chardonnay(23%) and Riesling
(12%) provides bright, fruit-laden and inviting aromasof cherries, cranberriesand raspberries,followed by bone-dry flavorsof bright red
fruits. Saidone judge: Ofou cannot find a more beautiful color on Earth.CGPair this with almostany food, including salmon, sashimi,seared
venisontenderloin or steaktartar. Double Gold (Wash).N 205 cases

Zerba Cellars $28

2004 Merlot, Columbia Valley Cecil ZerbadoesnOhave awinemaking background. He leamed on the job when the consultant for his 4-
yearold winery left him high and dry, and heOgpotten plenty of help from fellow winemakersaround the WallaWalla Valley After the results
of this judging, we arenOsure he needstoo much more assistanceThis marvelousMerlot jumps out of the glasswith aromasof juniper
berries, black cherries, leather and mocha, followed by bing cherries, black licorice, vanillaand milk chocolate. This is a classywine that will
pair with grilled or roastedmeats.Gold (Seattle).N 374 cases

Cathedral Ridge Winery $38

2004 Syrah, Columbia Valley In our big Syrahjudging in the Fall issue,this red pleasantlysurprised our judges,asit camefrom aHood
River Ore., winery that wasknown more for its Alsatian-stylewhites than its lusciousreds. Its performanceamid the NorthwestO$est solidi-
fiesits placeamongthe greatwines coming out of our region in 2006.1t openswith aromasof black raspberies, strawbery jam and violets,
followed by flavorsof juicy dark fruit, black pepper and chocolate. Outstanding (WPNW). N 174 cases
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Chateau Ste. Michelle $17

2005 Indian Wells Riesling, Columbia Valley Ste.Michelle makesmore Rieslingthan any other winery in the world, and itOsnaking some
of its greatest. This wine from WashingtonO®\ahluke Slope opens with aromasof beautiful orchard fruit, followed by flavorsof pineapples,
citrus, tracesof mineralsand delicate sweetnesghat seemsa lot more dry than its 2.7%residual sugar The combination of fruit and balance
makesthis a beautiful and memorablewine. Gold (LBGC). N 12,500 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $60 CDN

2005 Grand Reserve Sparkling Riesling Ice Wine, Okanagan Valley Asif stomping through subfreezingtemperaturesto make ice wine
wasnOdifficult enough, winemaker Bruce Nicholson had to take it a few stepsfurther and produce arare sparkling version. Annually this is
one of the finest desset winesin the Northwest, thanks primarily to the factthat the bubbleshelp prop up all the sweetnessThis delightful
wine revealsaromasand flavors of tangerines,nectarines,apricots and honey. And just when you think it might gettoo syrupy the bubbles

giveit another burst. Double Gold (SFl), Gold (NWS, OWF). N 166 cases

Pent%.ge Wines $19 CDN

2003 Gamay Noir, Okanagan Valley Paul Gardnerand Julie Rennieplanted their vineyardsouth of Fenticton, B.C.,in 1997and produced
their first vintagein 1999.Gamayis arare grapein the Pacific Northwest, so take notice of this beauty Its aromasof strawberries and black

pepper give wayto succulentflavorsof red fruit that hints of sweetnessbut finishesbone dry. The varietaltendenciesjump out of this very

pretty wine. Built to drink young, enjoy this with pastadishes.Best of Category (ACWC). N 120 cases
Best Buy!
Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $13 CDN

2005 Schénburger-Gewirztraminer, Okanagan Valley Thisis the fifth consecutiveyearthe boys at Gehringer Brothers haveearnedat
leastone Platinumfrom us N and this year they take home three. This is a fascinatingwhite blend that includes the rare Schinburger
grape,a German variety whose parentageincludes Finot Noir, Chasselagnd Muscat.The resulting wine opens with aromasof starfruit,
guava,passionfruitand allspice,which leadto flavorsof Galaapples,juniper and grapefruit. It finishesdry and should pair well with pork,
chicken or turkey. Gold (ACWC). N 680 cases

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $14 CDN

2005 Classic Auxerrois, Okanagan Valley This white grape varietyis grown primarily in the Alsaceregion of France and parts of
Germany and it hasfound a home in British Columbia. Gehringer hascrafted a beautiful wine from startto finish, thanks to aromasof white
peaches pearsand grapefruit, along with seamlesdlavorsof starfruit and citrus. It is perfectly balancedand should be servedwith delicate

dishes,such aslightly battered freshwaterbassor tilapia. Gold (LA). N 2,000 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $34 CDN

2004 SunRock Mineyard Meritage, Okanagan Valley JacksofTriggs haslong since proven to us tha it is more than just a one-trick pony. This
Oliver B.C, winery cettainly has shawn its genius with desert wines, but it also is able to craft some of the NorthwestOdinest dry whites and
healy reds. These wines are scary good, and itO$ecause JT has urfettered acess to some of the finest grape-growing ground in the Okanagan
along the Black Sage Bench just north of the U.S border. This vineyard-desgnated red opens with intriguing aromas of sandalwood, cloves, bladk
walnut and black curarts, followed by 1avors of bladberries, black currantsand vanilla. Its tannins are asertive without being cumbersome, ard
one judge felt it would be realy good with another year of bottle age. HeDgpotta be kidding. Gold (SFI, OWF). N 266 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $13 CDN

2005 Proprietors’ Reserve Dry Riesling, Okanagan Valley With Riesling,winemaker Bruce Nicholson cango sweetor dry. In the caseof
this steelywhite, heOsibleto showcasethe greatnessof Okanagan\alleyfruit. It openswith floral notes, along with tropical, orchard and cit-
rus aromas.Gravelly minerally nuancesgive wayto phenomenalflavorsof juicy apples,rose oil and pineapples. This can standtall amid the

greatRieslingsof the world. Gold (NWS). N 4,123 cases

Maryhill  Winer y $15

2005 Viognier, Columbia Valley Eachspring, judgesgather at OregonO3imberline Lodgeto judge 1,0000r so Northwest wines. At the
2006 Northwest Wine Summit, this modestly priced Viognier came out aheadof all others. Our judging provesthat wasno fluke, asour
judgesimmediately fell in love with the gorgeousaromasof orangesand sweetspicesthat lead to flavorscitrus, apricots and pears.lts 2.3%
residualsugaris balancedwith surprising acidity for this variety giving it a creamymouth feel that reminded us oh so slightly of an Orange
Julius.Best of Show (NWS). N 2,750 cases
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Best Buy!

Snoqualmie Vineyards $11

2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley Winemaker JoyAndersenloves RosebudVineyard,one of the oldest plantings on WashingtonO®\ahluke Slope.
All the grapesfor this Merlot camefrom there, which is one of the warmestareasin the state. This opens with aromasof baking spices,cran
berries, black cherries and lingonberries. Atilt of the glassrevealsflavorsof tart blackberries, black currants, pipe tobacco and coffee. Perfect
for Sundayprime rib but priced for Tuesdaypizza,which makesthis the bestof both worlds. Gold (Indy). N 7,000 cases

Tsillan Cellars $18

2005 Pinot Grigio, Columbia Valley Tsllan (pronounced O@elanO)made asplash in the Columbia Cas@de region with its multimillion -dollar
Tuscanstyle edate. But its staying power is with the quality of its wines. This crisp white wine opens with aromas of oranges, pine needles, wild
spicesand peas, followed by clean, bright flavors that include a farmers market of fruit and oily richnesson the midpalak. ItOs versaile wine

that should pair well with most shdlfish, seafood and chicken dishes Gold (Wash, NWS). N 189 cases

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $47 CDN

2004 Signature Cabernet Franc Ice Wine, Okanagan Valley Redice wine is abit of arare bird, yet a halFdozenor so are madein the

Pacific Northwest. This is, undoubtedly, one of the finest examples.It openswith aromasof strawberries,cherriesand pomegranatesfol-

lowed by layeredflavorsof cloves,French vanillaand berry jam. Our judgeswere entrancedwith this complex red dessertwine. Gold (NWS).
N 380 cases

Mt. Boucherie Estate Winery $15 CDN

2004 Semillon, Okanagan Valley The Giddafamily is no stranger to the wine industry, havinggrown grapesin British Columbia since the
late B0s. They launchedthe winery near Kelownain 1999 and hawe produced wines of distinction and style since Semillon, one of the noble
white grapesof Bordeaux,is a bit rare in B.C.,but Mt. Boucherie seemsto haveit figured out. This offers aromas of sweet herbs, applesand

figs,aswell asrich, upfront flavors of tropical and tree fruits. A gorgeous, balarced wine. Gold (GHA). N 2,000 cases

Vin du Lac $28

2004 Barrel Select Cabernet Franc, Columbia Valley Ayearago,the 2003version of this wine topped our Platinum competition. This
year owner/winemaler Lary Lehmbecler provesthat wasno fluke with a secondPlatinum for the vastlyunderrated CabFanc. The nose
detectshints of strawberries, sweetherbs and pie cherries, and the flavorsrevealred cherry fruit and just awisp of oak. An elegantwine that

is completely put together. Gold (NWS). N 163 cases

Wild Goose Vineyards $15 CDN

2005 Riesling, Okanagan Valley In aregion famousfor its white wines, the Kruger family is out to prove it is one of the beg. Whether it@
Riesling, GewYztraminer or Pinot Gris, winemakea Hagen Kruger is crafting fabulouswines. Our judgesdesciibe this asa Gemanic-style
Rieslingwith aromasof minerals and apples, followed by steely flavors of grapefuit, lime and a hint of classicpetrol. One panelistnoted that
winemaler showed courage by making this a dry wine. Pair this with spicy Asian, Mexicanor Indian dishes.Best of Category (ACWC).

N 800 cases

Zerba Cellars $40

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Walla Walla Valley Our reigning Oregon Winery to Watch certainly is drawing all eyestoward Milton-
Freewateron the strength of its three Platinums.In our Springissue,this wastied for the top Cabout of 128we judged, and it solidifies that
position by earning the distinction of the best Cabin this judging, too. It openswith afair bit of oak that quickly melds into aromasof
spices,black cherries and evenblueberries, followed by rich, lusciousflavorsof black fruit and black pepper. 1tOsa big, classywell-balanced
wine. Outstanding (WPNW). N 418 cases

Abacela Vineyar ds and Winery $22

2004 Grenache, Southern Oregon The good folks at Abacelahaveawell-earnedreputation for Spanishvarieties,and they could have got-
ten awaywith calling this red Garnacha(the most-plantedgrapein Spain).Instead, they stuck with the Southern Rh™nén name and style. It
openswith intriguing aromasof plums and blueberries,followed by flavorsof raspberries,loganberriesand even cranberries. The opulent
mouth feelis tempered toward the end with modest tannins that should pair this well with spicy chicken dishes.Gold (NWS). N 82 cases

Cougar Crest Winery $32

2003 Merlot, Walla Walla Valley Debbie and David Hansenare no strangersto top awards,havingwon a Platinum for their Syrahjust two
yearsago. This Merlot is a marvelousexampleof what can be crafted from WallaWalla Valley fruit, thanksto its aromasof black cherries,
vanillaand dark chocolate.On the palate,flavorsof coffee, black cherries and blueberries are expertly balancedwith good acidity and sweet

tannins. ThereOglenty of oak here, but the ripe fruit canhandle it. Best of Class (LBGC). N 890 cases
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Jackson-T riggs Vintners $53 CDN

2005 Proprietors’ Reserve Riesling Ice Wine, Okanagan Valley Jacksorifriggs@lightly older N and slightly lessexpensiveN ice wine is
nonethelessgreatand revealswinemaker Bruce NicholsonOsouse style: rich without being cloying with aromasand flavorsof poached
fruit. This particular wine provides aromasof yellow and white peaches,aswell assweetspicesand oranges.The flavorsincluded honey-
dipped nectarinesand candiedlemon peel. Gold (LA, OWF). N 1,337 cases

Sandhill Wines $27 CDN

2003 Small Lots Barbera, Okanagan Valley CalonaVineyardsin Kelowna,B.C.,is one of the largestwineriesin the province, but Howard
Soonusesthe Sandhilllabel N and the SmallLots program N to get awayfrom the massproduction and practice his artisan winemaking.
This BarberaN arare grapein CanadalN is agreatexample,thanks to its aromasof red fruits, black pepper and cedar, followed by flavors
of cranberries, lingonberries and pomegranates.t hasalean entry that broadenson the midpalate and is seamlesghroughout. An utterly
fascinatingwine from famed Burrowing Owl Vineyard.Best of Category (ACWC). N 283 cases

Spangler Vineyar ds $30

2004 Sundown Vineyard Cabernet Franc, Southern Oregon Pat and Loree Spanglerhave quickly turned around the former LaGarza
Vineyardsin Southern Oregon. The first releaseof a wine made entirely by them is a dandy This beautiful CabFranc revealsaromasof black
tea, red fruit and a bit of oak. The flavorsof strawberies and sweetherbs start slowly, then build on the midpalateto arichly structured fin-
ish. A complex wine that should pair well with roasted meatsor rich pastadishes.Gold (NWS). N 169 cases

Willamette Valley Vineyar ds $16

2005 Pinot Gris, Willamette Valley If everawine seemeddestinedto wine Platinum, this might havebeenit. Its legacyup to this point
wasmerely five gold medalsin top competitions up and down the West Coast.And thereOgplenty of it. This crisp white wine openswith aro-
masof limes, orangesand starfruit, followed by flavorsof pearsand other tree fruits. ItOslean, bright and beautifully balancedfrom begin-

ning to end. A perfect pairing for salmon.Double Gold (SFl), Gold (LA, RIWF, Seattle, LBGC). N 16,000 cases

Colvin Vineyar ds $36

2002 Allegresse, Walla Walla Valley Winemale Mark Colvinis apharmadst by day and crafts red wines the reg of the time. This
Bordeaux-stye blend is his finest effort, comprising Caberneg Sauvgnon (77%), Merlot (15%), Caberng Franc (5%) and Camener e (3%). It
opens with aromasof spicy oak, herbal tea and blackberries, followed by bold, upfront flavors of ripe dark fruit and black pepper. The tannins
are somewhat chewy on the front end but not aggressiveon the finish, indicating this could still get better with just a couple of yeas in the
cellar CanOwait? Then toss a steak on the grill for accompaniment.Gold (LA, Wash). N 455 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $14 CDN

2005 Proprietors’ Reserve Cabernet Franc Rosé, Okanagan Valley In the first six years of this competition, no rosZ had ever earned a
Platinum. It says samething akout the maturity of Northwest dry rosZs that two earned the distinction this year. This Cab Franc rosZ from B.C.6
Okanagan \élley provides aromas of cherries, gice and vanilla, followed by clean flavors o excellent cherry fruit. A hint of sweetness gives this
body without being cloying, meking this pefect for sipping on the patio on the weekends or enjoying with hamor pork. Best of Category (ACWC),
gold (OWF). N 490 casss

Saviah Cellars $30 _

2004 Une Vallée, Columbia Valley Winemaler Richard Funk earned a Platinum two years ago for his Big Sky CuvZe, and this year he repeats
the feat with this blend of Cabernet Saivignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc from vineyards around the Columbia Valley ItOsn intriguing wine,
thanksto opening aromasof ripe Bing cherriesand orange spicetea. On the palae are flavors of dark ripe fruit, bladk pepper and a bit of oak.

While the tannins are evident, this wine is approachale, even opulent. Pair with prime rib or a hearty pada dish. Gold (Wash). N 229 cases

Tyrus Evan $28

2004 Del Rio Vineyard Syrah, Rogue Valley Del Ro Vineyard near Medford, Ore., is gaining areputation among winemakers in the know, and
Ken Wight haslong been in the know. He crafts many wines fom Del Rio, and this is one of the finest. It openswith a hint of rosemary ard a
trace of black pepper, as well as aromasof spicy dark fruit and chocolate. After alean entry, the opulent flavors of ripe plums and blackberry jam
explode on the palate. Right-on acidity ard mellow tannins give this structure without getting in the way of the fruit. BekerOshocolate notes on
the finish are a pleasurable farewell. Outstanding (WPNW). N 285 cases

Wild Goose Vineyards $16 CDN

2005 Autumn Gold, Okanagan Valley Wnemaler Hagen Kruger expertly blends Rieding, GewYrztraminer and Pinot Blanc to pro-
duce this marvelous white wine. It is Wild Goose® biggest-selling wine N and for good reason. It opens with aromas of Golden
Delicious apples and pink grapefruit, followed by flavors of tropical fruit and sweet herbs. A trace of white pepper and hints of anise
provide complexity on the finish. This well-balanced wine should pair beautifully with Adan dishes, including hot-and-sour soup. Best
of Category (ACWC). N 500 cases
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Gordon Brothers Family Vineyards $21

2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley Longtime grape grower Jeff Gordon tends his 100-acre vineyard overlooking the Snake River near
Pasco, Wash. This has been quite a year for Gordon, whose wines have gained acclaim in international publications. This Merlot is a
grea example of what Gordon is producing, thanks to aromas of ripe cherries, black tea and a bit of oregano. On the palate, flavors of
plums and cherries meld with a hint of spice and well-integrated oak. Supple tannins carry the fruit along through the sophisticated

finish. Best of Class (LBGC). N 2,250 cases
DOUBLE GOLD

Pend dOOeille Winery $17
NV Huckleberry Blush, Idaho Here is a seriouslyfun wine from atop Idaho producer. SteveMeyerblends juice from prized Idaho huckleberries with
Rieslingfor awine that hasgood sweetnesg2.8%residual sugar)without beingtoo candy-lile. It openswith aromasof applesand berries and follows with
smooth, delicious, crowd-pleasingmoves.A joyous wine for any occasion.Gold (LBGC).

N 1,700 cases

Saviah Cellars $30

2004 Syrah, Red Mountain RichardFunk went all the wayto the end of SunsetRoadon WashingtonORedMountain to the Ranch at the End of the Road
Vineyardto get the grapesfor this superb Syrah.It openswith opulent aromasof dark fruits and black licorice, followed by deliciously long flavorsof black-
berries and black cherries. The modest tannins draw out the finish on this complex and fruit-laden red. Gold (Wash, NWS).

N 250 cases

Barrister Winery $25

2004 Cabernet Franc, Columbia Valley The two Spokanelawyerswho run this boutique operation are on an unbelievablerun. Their 2002version of this
wine won Bestof Showat the L.A.County competition. Their 2003won Bestof Showat the Northwest Wine Summit, and this won Bestof Showat the Tri-
Cities Wine Festival.And it wasoh-so-closeto a Platinum here. Simply put, Greg Lipsker and Michael White are on aroll and making some of the NorthwestOs
finest reds. This openswith big aromasof red fruit, maple syrup and oak, followed by wonderfully rich flavorsof black currants and black cherries. Best of
Show (TC), Concordance Gold (Indy). N 495 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $14 CDN

2005 Proprietors’ Reserve Sauvignon Blanc, Okanagan Valley This is a classicNorthwest-styleSauvignonBlanc,thanks to his pleasantaromasof fresh
apples,spicesand mowed grass.On the palateare cleanflavorsof apples,pearsand other orchard fruit. It hasa bigger flavor profile than most SauvBlancs
we come across,and itOsxpertly balancedbetween fruit and acidity. Enjoy this with salmon, halibut or sushi.Gold (N\Ws, SFI) N 8,831 cases

Saint Laur ent Winery $18
2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley Winemaler Craig Mitrakul relies an his fanilyO%\ahlule Sbpe vineyard for the ripe, delicious grapes that go into his wines. It
opens wih complex and intriguing aromasof green peppercorns, cherries and caramel, followed by well-baanced flavars of red fruit. The subdued tanmninstend to

sneak up on the finish ofthis crowd-pleaer. Double Gold (GHA), gold (WCWC). N 527 cases

Walter Dacon Wines $28
2004 C’est Syrah Belle, Columbia Valley Owner/winemakerLloyd Andersoncameout of the gatefastlastyearwith his first releaseof Syrahs His second
vintage provesit wasno fluke, asheOsrafted a beautiful and complex Syrah.This one openswith spicy aromasof blackberries,leather, tar and raspberries,

followed by broad flavorsof dark fruit, black licorice and cocoapowder. A well-balanced flavorful red. Double Gold (Wash). N 301 cases

Walter Dacon Wines $35
2004 C’est Syrah Beaux, Columbia Valley Lloyd Andersonblended Syrahfrom five vineyardsin four Washingtonappellationsto produce this top-shelf
red. Its classyaromasof plums, berries, coffee and oak give wayto rich, dark flavors of chocolate and dark fruit, including black cherries. [tOsa well-structured

wine that tastesbeautiful now. Pop the cork in the next two yearsand pair with duck breastor venison.Gold (NWS). N 172 cases

Lang Vineyar ds $16 CDN

2005 Farm Winery Reserve Riesling, Okanagan Valley British Columbia@northerly climes are perfect for producing wines with naturally bright
acidity This wine from the Okanagan Valley® Naramata Bench is a prime example. It opens with aromas of tropica and orchard fruits, followed by fla-
vors of apples, dried pineapples and slate. It a classy Pfalz-gtyle Rieding. Gold (ACWC).

LaVelle Vineyar d $14

2005 Riesling, Willamette Valley This off-dry Kabinett-styleRieslingfrom OregonOillamette Valleyis a pleasingsipper with aromasand flavorsof oranges
and pears.It offers an intensity of flavorsbacked with bright acidity Becauseit is a bit on the sweetside, it provides food-pairing flexibility: It could go well
with spicy curry dishesor aplate of fresh apples,cheesesand hazelnuts.Gold (Indy). N 1,188 cases

Helix by Reininger $22

2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley Chuck Reininger and family members launched the Helix label asaway to produce high-quality wines using grapes from
the broader Columbia Valley while presewing the Reininger label for Walla Walla Valley fruit. The wines already have captured an audience, thanks to
effors like this Merlot, which openswith intriguing aromas of juniper, marionberries, coffee and leather. On the palate are flavors of lush, juicy dark fruit

bacled with briaht additv and modest tannins. The oak is in check on this well-balanced red. Gold (NWS). N 706 cases
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Saint Laur ent Winery $20
2003 Syrah, Columbia Valley The Mrachekfamily is on aroll, asthis Syrahfrom WashingtonO8\ahluke Slope proves. It won three gold medalsin 20060n
the strength of ripe fruit and balancedwinemaking. This openswith aromasof blackberries, brambleberries, tar and just the right amount of oak. Its focused
flavorsinclude black fruit, black pepper and leather, all backedby underlying acidity. Gold (Chron, RIWC, Wash).

N 361 cases

Tsillan Cellars $15
2005 Gewdirztraminer, Columbia Valley GewYrztramineris one of those classicGerman varietiesthat Washington built its reputation on in the ©60and
O70before turning to more commercially enlightened wines. WeOrglad thereOstill a number of wineries dedicatedto producing delicious examplesof this
aromatic white. This wine from a Chelanproducer openswith classicaromasof lycheeand citrus, followed by cleanflavorsof orangesand rosewater The
slight sweetnesq1.8%) rounds off the edgesand helps this bridge the gap between cocktail and dinner wine. Double Gold (Wash).

N 207 cases

Vin du Lac $29

2003 Barrel Select Cabernet Sauvignon, Yakima Valley Winemaker Lary Lehmbecler hascrafted a delicious Cabthat alsoincludes a smattering of Cab
Franc, Malbecand Petit \lerdot from the somewhatcooler Yakima Valley The resulting wine is a bit Bordeaux-like with aromasof sweetherbs, black pepper
and ripe cherries, followed by flavorsof dark, juicy fruit. Resolvedtannins leadto alean, focusedfinish that includes BakerOshocolate. Gold (NWS).

N 205 cases

Christopher  Bridge $28

2003 Satori Springs Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley Chris and SusanneCarlbergOsstate Satori SpringsVineyardin the northern Willamette Valley combine

with the winemaking of Chris Camardaof Andrew Will fame and LaurentMontalieu of SolenaCellarsto produce a classyexampleof Oregon Finot Noir. This

revealsaromasof bright cherries and sweetspiceswith just a hint of oak, followed by flavorsof pomegranates sweetcherries and black olives. Gold (NWS).
N 179 cases

Domaine Ste. Michelle $12
NV Blanc de Noirs, Columbia Valley Rick Casqueiromakesmore bubbly than anyonein the Northwest, and he consistentlymakes some of the bestat
amazingprices. This rosZrelies on Pinot Noir from WashingtonO¥akima \alley for its bright, rich, inviting aromasand clean, citrusy flavors. Though it hasa bit

of residual sugar(1.15%),it finishesin adry, brut style. Gold (Indy). N 10,000 cases

Elk Cove Vineyards $18
2005 Pinot Gris, Willamette Valley Second-generationwinemaker Adam Campbellis right on the money with this beautiful Oregon white wine. Relyingon
grapesfrom the northern Willamette Valley Campbellhascrafted a Finot Gris with delicious aromasof limes, sweetspicesand vanilla,followed by flavors of

applesand limes that lead to a nice, tart finish. A plate of searedscallopswould pair perfectly with this wine. Outstanding (WPNW). N 11,000 cases

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $14 CDN
2005 Private Reserve Pinot Blanc, Okanagan Valley Pinot Blancis an oft-overlooked grapein the Northwest. Somewinemakerswould just assoon it did-
nOexist. We think a sip of this examplewould changetheir minds. This B.C.beautyopenswith aromasof ripe pearsand anise,followed by flavorsof fresh

orchard fruits and balancedacidity. This would pair nicely with lighter dishes.Gold (NWS). N 1,050 cases

Seia Wine Cellars $23

2004 Clifton Hill Vineyard Syrah, Columbia Valley In 2005,we awardedRob SpaldingOeshmanreleasean OOutstanding@ting, and he follows up with a
similarly well-crafted Syrahon his secondvintage. Taking advantageof high-quality ripe grapesfrom Clifton Hill, a Milbrandt-owned Wahluke Slopevineyard,
Spaldinghascrafted a Syrahwith aromasof spicy plums and flavorsof lush fruit and mint. A robust red to enjoy with roastedmeats.Gold (N\WS). N 81 cases

Barnar d Grif fin $17
2004 Merlot, Columbia Valley Our reigning Northwest Winery of the Year crafts an amazingarray of wines at stellar prices. This is Rob GriffinOsnainstream
Merlot and is a beauty It openswith aromasof boysenberies and a hint of oak, followed by flavorsof raspberries, black cherriesand a hint of black pepper.

Tamedtannins and ample acidity provide just enough backboneto allow the elegantfruit to shine. Gold (Wash). N 11,491 cases

Cougar Crest Winery $32
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Walla Walla Valley Debbie and DaveHansenmake a greatteam, with Dave handling the viticultural side and Debbie making
the wine. The results show in the bottle, with aromasof black currants, black pepper and vanilla,followed by flavorsof black cherries, chocolate and a hint of

tobacco. Thisis arichly structured wine that should pair well with lamb, beefor duck. Gold (Indy). N 950 cases
Best Buy!
Hogue Cellars $9

2005 Fumé Blanc, Columbia Valley This Sauvignon Blancis a delicious wine at any price and areal crowd-please at under $10. It opens with intriguing aro-
masof apples, hay and green peashoots, followed by flavors of orchard fruits and beveled edges that reminded one judge of a O@s style of California fumZ.
Best White Wine (Wash). N 64,000 cases
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Jackson-T riggs Vintners $34 CDN

2004 SunRock Vineyard Shiraz, Okanagan Valley It wasnOthat manyyearsagothat Syrahin the OkanaganValleywasa bit of an oddity. Thesedays,itOs
proving to be an outstanding variety for the hot Black SageBench. This Shiraz-stylered is a seriouslygood wine with aromasand flavorsof blackberies, nut-
meg, cinnamon, vanillaand chocolate. Decent acidity and sturdy tannins make for a delicious wine that would pair well with most red meats.Gold (SFl, OWF).

N 472 cases

Piety Flats Winery $12

2005 Chenin Blanc, Yakima Valley For years,the Donald Mercantile gainedregional fame for its fresh peachsundaes.The ice creamis still there, but now
itOPiety FlatsWinery. The wines are crafted by Victor Palenciaof Willow CrestWinery in Prosser Wash. This delicious Chenin showsoff aromasof melon,
lycheeand pears,followed by flavors of honeydew and orchard fruits. Madein a sweeterstyle, this would make a wonderful cocktail wine, especiallyif the

appetizersincluded proscuitto-wrapped melon. Gold (Wash). N 230 cases

Pontin Del Roza Winery $16

2005 Pinot Grigio, Yakima Valley ScottPontin and his family have been making wine in WashingtonO¥akima \alley for more than two decadesWhile
Pontin produces severalstylesof wine, his specialtyseemsto be Finot Gris, asthis is one of the bestwe seeevelry year. This wine openswith afarmersmarket
of aromas,including limes, oranges,pears,applesand spices.On the palate, flavorsof limes, applesand pearsmeld with abit of white pepper. ItOsa crisp,

flinty wine that will pair beautifully with shellfish or fowl. Outstanding (WPNW). N 1,100 cases

Robert Karl Cellars $19

2003 Claret, Columbia Valley Owner/winemakr e Gunsdman hasa hit on his hands with this affordable red blend. 1tOs perennial medal winner and a
delicious blend of Cab,Merlot, CabFanc, Malbecand Petit Verdot. Initial oak tendencieson the nose give wayto notes of blueberriesand spices. On the palate,
this red blend exhibits delicious dark fruit flavars. One judge describedit asthe bestof its category, and another likened it to a Bordeaux Superior. Gold (Chron).

N 1,500 cases

San Juan Vineyards $14

2005 Siegerrebe, Puget Sound This Austrian varietyis right at home in the cooler PugetSound appellation of Washington,and a handful of wineries are
making enough of this aromatic white to give it a bit of afollowing. This is a superb example,thanks to aromasof apples,lychee,melon and pears,followed
by off-dry flavorsof orchard fruit. 1tOs balanced,crowd-pleasingwine that would pair well with sashimi.Gold (Seattle, Wash). N 230 cases

Sweet Cheeks Winery $15
2005 Pinot Gris, Willamette Valley This young winery is atop a hill overlooking its 65-acreestatevineyardin Crow Valleywest of Eugene,Ore. This award-
winning white openswith aromasof white peaches,starfruit and white pepper, followed by crisp flavorsof orchard fruit and citrus. Its racy acidity backsup all

the fruit and should pair well with halibut or shellfish. Gold (NWS). N 758 cases

Three Rivers Winery $50

2003 Champoux Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Winemaker Holly Turner hassolidified her position asone of WashingtonOfinest wine-
makers.This Cabfrom what is arguablythe top vineyardin the stateis a classyred with aromasof blackberries,raspberries, chocolate and sweetherbs. On
the palateare flavors of black currants, black pepper and BakerOshocolate. Ample tannins and cleanacidity provide structure for awine that will continue to

improve with abit of time in the cellar. Gold (NWS, RIWC). N 304 cases

Thurston Wolfe Winery $20
2004 Syrah, Horse Heaven Hills Owner/winemakerWade Wolfe blended Syrahfrom Andrewsand Zephyr Ridge,two top vineyardsin WashingtonOblorse
HeavenHills. The resulting wine is loaded with aromasof blackberries, plums, dusty herbs and pencil shavings followed by mouth-filling flavorsof big, bold,

dark fruit and black olives. ItOs complex wine with ample tannins and fruit. Gold (NWS). N 320 cases

Townshend Cellar $24

2001 Cabernet Franc, Columbia Valley This Spokane-areavinery burst onto the scenewith its amazing1998CabernetSauvignon,and owner/winemaker
Don Townshend continues to produce top-rated reds and whites. This superior CabFranc openswith aromasof Rainiercherries and white strawberries,fol-
lowed by flavorsof cherries, chocolate, blacklicorice and juniper. This showswonderful varietalcharacteristicsand should pair beautifully with roasted meats.
Gold (NWS). N 80 cases

Widgeon Hill Winery $28

2003 Boushey Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon, Yakima Valley When JoelMills passedawayin 2005,he left alegacywith this superb CabernetSauvignon
from aclassicYakima Valley vineyard. This opens with aromasof Bing cherries, vanillaand chocolate, followed by flavorsof dark fruit and milk chocolate.\Well-
integrated tannins provide structure without getting in the way of the classyfruit. JoelOson Rhett hastaken over the Chehalis,Wash.,winery. Outstanding
(WPNW). N 95 cases

Boudr eaux Cellars $40

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Washington Rob Newsom makes his winesin the mountains near Leavenworth, Wash., and gets his grapes from some of
the state@top vineyards, including Bacchus, Champoux, Pepper Bridge, Seven Hills and Wallula. He® a fishing buddy of Gary Figgins of Leonetti,
which could explain how a hew winery managesto obtain such great grapes. This Cab opens with aromasof dark fruit, sweet herbs and chocolate, fol-
lowed by flavors of moist earth and black currants. It®@ a big wine that will continue to improve with two or three years in the cellar. Outstanding
(wpNw). N 625 cases
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Burrowing Owl Estate Winery $27 CDN

2003 Cabernet Franc, Okanagan Valley Thiswinery on the Black SageBenchin the southern OkanaganValleyis busy building and expanding, thanks to
its succesdn arelatively short period of time. Cabemet Francis a signaturevariety for Burrowing Owl, and this vintage showsoff aromasof cola, strawbetrries
and sweetherbs, followed by flavorsof huckleberriesand black tea. It hasplenty of structure and should agewell for another half-decade.Best of Category
(Acwe). N 1,380 cases

Chateau Ste. Michelle $36

2003 Ethos Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley The Ethosline is winemaker Bob BertheauOfinest effort from eachvintage. This wine relies heavilyon
Cabfrom Ste.MichelleO€old Creek Vineyard,aswell asgrapesfrom the Wahluke Slope and Horse HeavenHills. It offers aromasof black cherries, mint,
chocolate and a bit of oak, followed by flavorsof cherries, huckleberries and dark chocolate. The oak is well integrated, and the tannins provide enough back-

bone for this to agea few years.This wine still hassomething to reveal,so hide it in the cellar for a couple of years.Critics Platinum (Critics). N 900
cases
Chateau Ste. Michelle $22

2005 Eroica Riesling, Columbia Valley When Ste.Michelle launchedthis line in 1999,it wason to something. Eroicahasgrown into alarge brand with
national distribution and is considered one of the finest Rieslingsin America.This openswith aromasof lemon zestand minerals, followed by flavorsof kiwis,
citrus and white pepper. Our judgesthought the terrific acidity balancedthe 1.6%residual sugarperfectly. Gold (Indy).

N 25,000 cases

Elk Cove Vineyards $26

2004 Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley Of the five Pinot Noirs winemaker Adam Campbellcrafts eachyear; this is consideredthe most consumer friendly. ItOs
blend of multiple vineyardsthroughout the Willamette Valley and is approachablein its youth. Following a difficult 2003vintage,wines from 2004 are showing
beautifully. This offers aromasof cherries, strawberries, vanillaand moist earth, followed by flavorsof dried cherries,thyme and smooth, silky tannins. Enjoy
with salmonor sirloin. Gold (WineFest). N 8,080 cases

Best Buy!

Hogue Cellars $9

2005 Riesling, Columbia Valley Sincethe early O80slogue hasbuilt areputation for high-quality, modestly priced whites and reds. This delicious Riesling
is agreatexampleof that. The Prosser Wash.,winery used grapesfrom sevenvineyardsthroughout the Columbia Valleyto craft awine with steelyacidity and
modest sweetnesslt openswith aromasof flowers and citrus zest,followed by refreshing flavorsof spicyjuniper berries and crisp apples.Terrific structure
makesthis a perfect wine for Thai, Vietnameseor Indian cuisine. Gold (LA). N 98,500 cases

King Estate $26

2004 Signature Collection Pinot Noir, Oregon In the most southern end of the Willamette \alley King Estate is producing same of OregonOs st consistent
wines. Ard its terrific marketing and distribution methods ae carrying the message of Oregon wine acoss the nation. This isKing Estate® mainstream Phot Noir,
and 62% d its grpes come from certified organic estate vineyards, with the rest from seven other growers. k opens with aromas of strawberries, leather and a hint of
blackbew jam, followed by flavors of clean, bright cherries ard just enough oak to let you know itOsttere. Concordance Gold (Indy). N 1510 ess

Maryhill  Winer y $34

2003 Proprietor's Reserve Syrah, Columbia Valley Sinceits launch with the 1999vintage, Maryhill hasmade a namefor itself not only for its beautiful
facility and location in the Columbia Gorge, but alsoespeciallythe quality of its wines. This Syrahshowsoff everything good about the variety including fresh
affluent aromasof dark fruit and rich, jammy flavorsof blackberry jam and dark chocolate. This is a huge wine with good balanceof acidity and tannins and a
fair bit of oak. Gold (N\WS). N 420 cases

Maryhill  Winer y $12

2005 Pinot Gris, Columbia Valley PRinot Grisis no longer just for Oregon. SeveraMashington producers are discoveringthe variety and leaming the best
locationsto plant this normally cool-climate grape. MaryhillOsersion opens with pleasingaromasof limes, oranges,pearsand apples,followed by flavors of
delicious oranges,apples,and pears.A bit of sweetnesg1.9%)rounds the edges.Gold (NWS, SFI).

N 3,200 cases

Maryhill Winer y $26

2003 Proprietors Reserve Sangiovese, Columbia Valley Sangiovese is still a bit of a mystery for New World winemakers. Wines made on the West
Coast rarely match up with what comes out of TuscanyBut Northwest winemakers are starting to find their style with this variety, and Maryhill@is an
example worth emulating. It offers aromas and flavors of bright cherries, along with chocolate and a whiff of sweet pipe tobacco. This has a fair bit of oak
throughout, and it would pair well with smoked meats Gold (GHA). N 283 cases

Northstar $41
2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley Ste.Michelle Wine EstateGsignature Merlot relies on a diversity of grape sourcesfrom throughout the Columbia Valley In
this wineOsase,11 vineyardswere usedto craft awine that showsoff aromasof black cherries, black tea and hints of chocolate.On the palate,rich dark fruit

coatsthe midpalate, melding with thick milk chocolate. Layeredtannins are approachablenow, giving wayto a smooth, delicious finish. Gold (N\WS). N 9,137
cases
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Thurston Wolfe Winery $20

2004 Zephyr Ridge Petite Sirah, Horse Heaven Hills Petite Sirah,a Rh™ngrape variety that is most heavilyplanted in California,is neither petite nor
Syrah.lt is so named becausethe grapesare small, thus the winestend to be bigger and more tannic. Petite Sirahis rare in Washington, and this is a terrific N
and affordableN example.lt openswith aromasof tobaccoleaf pomegranatesand a hint of violet. On the palate,inky black fruit is plenty ripe and rich, and
the tannins begin to build toward the finish. This will agenicely or pair with a marbled steak.Gold (Wash).N 197 cases

Vin du Lac $18
2004 Grisant! Pinot Gris, Yakima Valley This Chelan,Wash.,winery usesgrapesfrom the somewhatcooler Yakimaand Chelanvalleysfor this wine, which
no doubt contributed to its fresh fruit aromasand flavors.It openswith beautiful aromasof spicy pearsand sweetherbs, followed by flavorsof fresh-cutGala

apples.Fresh acidity provides the length and structure and would help this pair well with shellfish. Gold (LA, Dallas). N 291 cases

Vin du Lac $20

2004 Cuvée Rouge, Columbia Valley It is not uncommon for usto notice a fair bit of Syrahsplashedinto Washingtonred blends these days.While ared
wine like this N 50%Merlot, 30%Cabemnet Sauvignonand 20%SyrahN doesnOnecessarilyfit into anykind of Old World categoly, we like the trend. This
affordablered from Chelan,Wash.,openswith intriguing aromasof Bing cherries, sweetspices,leather and SonomaCounty black olives, followed by flavors
that seemdominated by the Syrah,including black cherries, blackberies and a touch of cola. Smooth tannins give this immediate approachability Gold (PR).

N 400 cases

Wild Goose Vineyar ds $19 CDN

2005 Mystic River Vineyard Gewiirztraminer, Okanagan Valley The Kruger familyO®stateMystic RiverVineyardis south of the winery along the
OkanaganRivernearthe town of Oliver, B.C.The fertile sandyclay soils seemto suit the German varietiesWild Goosehasplanted there. This excellentexam
ple revealsclassicaromasof rosewater lychee, grapefrit and cloves,followed by clean, dry flavorsof citrus and spices.[tOs delicate wine that would pair
well with Cornish gamehens. Gold (Nws). N 200 cases

Wild Goose Vineyar ds $60 CDN

2004 Total Botrytis Affected Riesling, Okanagan Valley Connoisseursof German wineswill appreciatethe play on words here. One of the most famous

dessertwines is Trockenbeereauslese, or TBA,awine whose grapesare shriveled by botrytis (a mold known asOnoblerotO)into raisins. The resulting wine is
extremely sweetand spicy This wine is madein the samemethod, and the Krugerstook the TBAinitials and applied the appropriate name. This wasthe first

time in 23 yearsthat botrytis hasoccurred at Wild Goose,so this wine may never be made again. Best B.C. Wine (NWS), Gold (OWF, ACWC). N 80
cases
Winter @ Hill Vineyar d $12

2005 Early Muscat, Willamette Valley This aromatic grapeis somewhatrare amongthe various Muscatvarieties,so itO®often atreat to come acrossone.
This versionfrom a Yamhill County producer offers classicaromasof citrus blossoms,facialpowder, rosewaterand cloves,followed by pleasantflavorsof
sweetoranges,lychee and kitchen spices.A delicious patio wine to pair with fruit and cheeseplate or lighter curry dishes.Gold (N\ws). N 336 cases

Chateau Lorane $30
2003 Malbec, Rogue Valley Malbec is an underappredated Bordeaux vaiiety that tends to get blended away Here it takes center stage and is backed with
20% Cabenet Sauvignon. The resulting wine provides aromasof red currants, black cherries and blueberries, followed by flavorsthat reminded us of cherry

vanlla cola. A hint of savorybacm fat and spicytannins provided intriguing complexity. Double Gold (Finger Lakes). N 120 cases

Coeur dOAlene Cellars $40
2003 Opulence, Washington Primarily using grapesfrom WashingtonOBlorse HeavenHills for this wine, CdA Cellarshascrafted a superb Syrahwith plump
aromasof blackberries, raspberries and coffee, along with broad, ripe flavorsof black fruit, colaand tar. The initial tannins are tempered by the ripenessof the

fruit, leavinga sweet,delicious midpalate. One panelistthought this would fit in amid higher-end Australian Syrahs.Gold (IEWC). N 80 cases
Best Buy!
Columbia Crest $11

2002 Grand Estates Shiraz, Columbia Valley Severalyearsago,we thought Ste.Michelle Wine Estateswasgetting into the Syrahgameabit slowly. \We cer-
tainly donOnow;, asits major brandsare producing plentiful amounts. This is one of three Syrahsproduced by Columbia Crest,and itOsa dandy for its quality
and price. It openswith aromasof red fruits, black pepper and a touch of moist earth, followed by delicious flavorsof blackberies and blueberries. Despite
the Down Under name, our judgesthought it wasmore of a C™teslu Rh™nestyle of Syrah.Gold (Wash, IEWC). N 40,000 cases

Cougar Crest Winery $32

2003 Syrah, Walla Walla Valley Winemaker Debbie Hansenco-fermented this big Syrahwith 2% Viognierin the Rh™neradition. The resulting wine offers
aromasof blackberies, cherries, carameland leather, along with flavors of sweetblackberries, coffee with black licorice and bakerOghocolatein the finish.
Gold (Wash).N 1,232 cases

Cougar Crest Winery $29
2003 Anniversary Cuvée, Walla Walla Valley This blend of Cabenet Sauvignon(60%), Merlot (37%) and Petit \ierdot (3%) is entirely from the wineryOs
estateCougarHills Vineyardand shows off enticing aromasof black cherries, vanillabeanand rich chocolate, followed by crowd-pleasingflavorsof rich, ripe,

dark fruit. Subduedtannins give this youthful approachability Gold (Wash). N 573 cases
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Hillside Estate Winery $16 CDN
2005 Gewdirztraminer, Okanagan Valley Someof the best GewYrztraminerweOreasting these daysis coming out of British Columbia. This winery on the
NaramataBench north of Penticton is producing a superb example.It openswith aromasof rose petals, citrus and cloves,followed by refreshing flavors of

fresh fruit. ThereOfust enough residual sugarto soften the grapeQsarietalbitter ness.Gold (NWS). N 700 cases
Best Buy!
Hogue Cellars $10

2005 Late Harvest Riesling, Columbia Valley Hogue hasbuilt areputation over the yearsfor producing superb off-dry wines. This Rieslingis not your typi-
caldessertwine, however. Bright, crisp acidity (the pH is 3.15) makesthe 4.75%residual sugarseemnothing more than off-dry rather than sweet. The aromas

of clean,fresh pearsgive wayto flavorsof orchard fruits and a hint of citrus. A good wine to pair with spicyfoods. Double Gold (Wash). N 72,881 cases

Lang Vineyar ds $18 CDN
2005 Late Harvest Riesling, Okanagan Valley This delicious desset white haseverythingin the right proportions, with aromasand flavorsof Gravenstein
apples.It hasso much refreshing acidity, it doesnOtome off assyrupy, which would make this perfect for curries or spicy Thai dishes.Gold (Indy).

Maryhill  Winer y $12 _
2005 Rosé of Sangiovese, Columbia Valley Thisis MaryhillOdirst SangiovesegosZ,and it is a delicious brunch wine or afternoon sipper, thanksto his
bright fruit and modest 2.1%residual sugar It openswith aromasof cherries, vanillaand candied apples,followed by flavorsof fresh orchard and cherry fruit.

1tOsa balancedwine that is thoroughly enjoyable.Gold (SFI). N 1,460 cases

Powers Winery $30
2001 Meritage, Columbia Valley Winemalkr Greg Powers used 100% esate fruit from Champoux Vineyards in WastingtonO#lorse Heawen Hills, then aged it
in new French oak for neaty three years.The resuting wine shows offa wild, spicy characer with aromas of cloves, sandiwood and black currarts, followed by

big, dark flavors. This wine is still a bit tightly wound. We suggestdecanting it first or holding onto it for a few more years.Gold (Wash). N 400 cases

San Juan Vineyards $19 B
2004 Sangiovese, Yakima Valley Usinggrapesfrom KestrelVintners@statevineyard,this Westem Washingtonwinery showsof a delicious version of an
Italian classic.lt revealsaromasof cordial cherries and flavorsof bright red fruit backedwith chocolateytannins. One judge noted the winemaker tamed this

Sangioveserery nicely. Gold (Indy). N 280 cases

Three Rivers Winery $24
2003 Syrah, Columbia Valley Winemaker Holly Turner used Syrah(along with a splashof Cabemet Sauvignon)from four Columbia Valleyvineyardsto pro-
duce this delicious red. It offers aromasof black plums, violets, leather and afair bit of oak, followed by thick, dark flavorsof dark fruit. The modest tannins

give this just the right amount of balance.Gold (NWS), Outstanding (WPNW). N 1,258 cases

Tsillan Cellars $28

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley From abig, hot vintage comesthis big, rich red from an up-and-comingChelanValleywinery. The aromasand
flavorsof bold, brambly fruit are well integrated with oak. The ample tannins give wayto alusciousfinish. Gold (NWIWC). N 440 cases

Viento Wines $16

2005 Underwood Mountain Vineyard Riesling, Columbia Gorge This site in Underwood, Wash.,sits next to famed Celilo Vineyardat 1,200feet elevation.
1tOsa promising parcel,judging by Rich CushmanOisottling, starting with petrol and mineral notes with a grassyside, river rock and cling peaches.There

more of the sameon the tongue, particularly the peaches with a good dose of acidity and juicinessfrom the midpalate on back. Gold (Seattle). N 128 cases

Vin du Lac $25
2004 Barrel Select Syrah, Columbia Valley HereOs big Syrahthat blends grapesfrom three vineyard sourcesthroughout WashingtonO€olumbia Valley In
the nose, it revealsdark fruit that melds with chocolate and coffee notes, followed by intense flavors of sweetblackberries, cola, black pepper and BakerOs

chocolate.Double Gold (Wash), Gold (NWS). N 289 cases

Winter @ Hill Vineyar d $28
2004 Pinot Noir, Dundee Hills Using estategrapesfrom their 12-acrevineyardin the north Willamette Valley the Gladhartfamily is crafting flavorful and
wallet-friendly wines. This Pinot Noir opens with aromasof cherries,cinnamon and moist earth, followed by flavorsof dark fruit, mild chocolate and ripe

plums. Ample tannins show up on the finish. It wouldnOhurt to hide this in the cellar for a couple of years.Gold (Oregon). N 686 cases

Benton-Lane Winery $16
2005 Pinot Gris, Willamette Valley This winery in the southern Willamette Valley haslong been a strong producer of Ainot Noirs and Pinot Gris. This screw
cap-topped Gris is a crisp, inviting wine with bright aromasof apples,tropical fruits and sweetherbs, followed by refreshing flavorsof orchard fruits. A tasty

wine to be enjoyed with creamypastadishes.Outstanding (WPNW). N 2,500 cases

Bridgeview Vineyards $20
2004 Black Beauty Syrah, Southern Oregon Usinggrapesfrom its own ApplegateVineyardin the ApplegateValley Bridgeviewhascrafted ared wine
worth seeking.lts aromassing classicSyrah,and its flavorsbrush broad strokes of blackberries, blueberriesand black licorice. A delicious crowd-pleasing

wine. Best Red Wine (NWS). N 1,000 cases
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Chateau Ste. Michelle $48 B B
2003 Artist Series Meritage, Columbia Valley Northwest artist Will RobinsonOabstractsculpturesusing basaltand granite gracethe label of CSMO#%1th
Artist SeriesMeritage.In the bottle, this blend of Cab,Merlot, Malbecand Petit \Verdot shows off aromasof sweet,spicy black currants, vanillaand a trace of

mint, followed by bold, delicious flavorsof dark fruit. The ample tannins can be tamed with a marbled steakor sometime in the cellar. Gold (SFl). N 1,300

Chateau Ste. Michelle $17

2003 Indian Wells Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley One of Ste.MichelleOmost affordable Cabscomesfrom WashingtonOwarm Wahluke Slope.
While much of the fruit comesfrom Indian Wells, a vineyard CSMhasan exclusiveleasewith, this line usesgrapesfrom throughout that 85,000-acreappella
tion north of the Yakima\alley This red offers aromasand flavors of blackberries,black currants and black pepper. 1tOsa delicious wine to enjoy with hearty

pastadishesor beefstews.Gold (Indy). N 21,000 cases

Columbia Crest $30

2003 Reserve Syrah, Columbia Valley The grapesfor this reseve wine come from estatevineyardsin WashingtonOblorse HeavenHills. This Syrahwasco-
fermented with 2% Viognierin a C™te-R™tityle. It offers enticing aromasof ripe plums, blackbery jam, loganberriesand black tea, aswell asflavorsof dark
fruits and cocoapowder with an opulent midpalate. This wine should pair well with a variety of dishes,including duck, venisonand lamb. Gold (Seattle,
LBGC). N 4,000 cases

DePonte Cellars $34

2004 Pinot Noir, Dundee Hills In CalifaniaO®ry Creek \alley it is not uncommon to see headfruned Zinfandel, these cool-looking old vinesthat are more
like bushes than trained vines. Head-pruned vines are pretty rarein the Padfic Northwest, but DePonte has three aaes of 30-year-old head-pruned Pinot Noir in
the Dundee Hills. These vines, along with newer standard plantings, produced the grapes for this superior Pinot Noir. It offers distinctive varigal tendencies,

including aromasof moist earth and bright strawberries, followed by flavas of dark cherries and hints of oak Gold (NWS). N 1,400 cases

Best Buy!

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $13 CDN

2005 Classic Dry Ehrenfelser, Okanagan Valley This crossingof Rieslingand Sylvanewasdevelopedin the ©20& Germany and wasnamed after the
EhrenfelsCastleon the Rhine River It producesdistinctive winesin British Columbia, and this is a prime example,offering aromasof apples,grapefruit and a

touch of white pepper, followed by flavors of fresh-cutapplesand sweetspices.Pair with shellfish or bass.Gold (Indy, OWF). N 840 cases

Best Buy!

Hogue Cellars $9

2004 Merlot, Columbia Valley The secretsto HogueOsuccesswith delicious and inexpensivewines are: a) good fruit sourcesfrom throughout
WashingtonO€olumbia Valley and b) micro-oxygenation.The latter is a processby which red wines are stored in large stainlesssteel tanks with oak stavesand
tiny amounts of oxygenare pushed through the wine by a computer. This method allowsthe wine to havesofter tannins and more approachableflavorsin its
youth. It sure worked with this chamming wine with aromasand flavorsof cherries and plums. Double Gold/Best Merlot (Wash). N 36,373 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $26 CDN
2004 SunRock Vineyard Chardonnay, Okanagan Valley Our competition this yeardidnOhavea lot of Chardonnaysentered, and this wasthe top one,
accordingto our judges.It offers aromasof fresh pineapples,citrus, spice and nuts, along with afair bit of oak. On the palateare clean,bright, crowd-pleasing

flavors.Gold (SFI). N 470 cases

King Estate $16

2005 Pinot Gris, Oregon King Estateis likely the nationO¢eaderin Pinot Gris production and hasdone asmuch asanywinery in spreadingthe message
about OregonOsignaturewnhite. This is the EugenewineryOsnainstreamGris, and it offers fresh fruit aromasand flavorsof apples,pearsand limes with a kiss
of starfruit. [tOsa well-structured wine that should pair nicely with seafood,chicken or pork. Gold (Indy). N 64,000 cases

LOEcole No. 41 $30

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Winemaker Marty Clubb blended Cabgrapesfrom nine vineyardsthroughout the vastColumbia Valleyto pro-
duce this classyred. It openswith aromasof Bing cherries, sweetherbs and leather, followed by flavorsof dark fruit, including blackberries and black cher-
ries. Modesttannins give this youthful approachability Gold (NWS). N 4,397 casss

Pepper Bridge Winery $50
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Walla Walla Valley Jean-Fansois Pellet drawsfrom two greatestatevineyardsN Pepper Bridge and SevenHills N for this big
Cab.This showsoff aromasand flavors of black currants, black pepper and leather. ItOstill not revealingeverything, so we suggestat leasta couple of yearsin

the cellar. Gold (SFI). N 3,242 cases

Robert Karl Cellars $24
2004 Merlot, Columbia Valley This boutique Spokanewinery used grapesentirely from the AndrewsHorse HeavenRanch Vineyardin the Horse Heaven
Hills. It offers aromasof pie cherries,colaand a hint of cedar, followed by flavorsof rich plums. The tannins and oak are well managedin this balancedred.

Gold (NWS). N 225 cases

Sandhill Wines $19 CDN

2004 Cab-Merlot, Okanagan Valley This blend of 46%Merlot, 41%Caband 13%CabFrancis a pleasingwine from this Kelowna,B.C.,producer. It shows
off inviting aromasand flavors of dark fruit, cocoapowder, sweetpipe tobaccoand black olives. Its solid tannins and sweetherbal underpinnings provide
structure and complexity. Best of Category (ACWC). N 6,000 cases
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Thurston Wolfe Winery $16
2003 Howling Wolfe Zinfandel, Washington Owner/winemakerWade Wolfe produced this rare Washington Zin using grapesfrom Zephyr RidgeVineyard
in the Horse HeavenHills. It is a hearty red with aromasand flavorsof ripe raspberriesand black cherries with hints of telltale black pepper. Pair this with

lamb or babybackribs. Double Gold (GHA). N 270 cases

Willamette Valley Vineyar ds $12

2005 White Riesling, Oregon One of OregonOfargestwineries is crafting some of its finest whites. This Rieslingopens with aromasof fresh linen, goose-
berries and orchard fruits. The wine includes 4% EarlyMuscat,and at leastone judge detected its aromas.The 4% residual sugaris expertly balancedwith
steelyacidity, holding the sweetnessn check. Best Oregon Wine (NWS). N 14,000 cases

Barnar d Grif fin $30
2004 Reserve Handcrafted Syrah, Columbia Valley Rob GriffinOgigh-end Syrahis a big, complex red that usesgrapesfrom WashingtonO%\ahluke Slope
nearthe town of Desert Aire. This openswith aromasof lush blackberries, vanilla,chocolate and a hint of caramel,followed by flavorsof brambleberries, cola,

black olives and black pepper. ItOsa big, juicy, jammy wine to pair with duck breastor sweetbreadsGold (WCWC). N 425 cases

Barnar d Grif fin $30

2004 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Our 2006Winery of the YearOsop Cabis abrooding, complex red that revealsaromasof austere
dark fruit, leather, black tea and black olives, followed by juicy flavorsof dark cherries, sweetherbs and black licorice. A week after our judging, this wine was
voted the top Cabin the Tri-Cities Wine Festival.Best of Class (TC), Gold (LA, wcwc). N 313 cases

C.R. Sandidge Wines $50
2002 Tri*umph, Yakima Valley This blend of Cab,Malbecand Merlot certainly triumphed in a Southern Califomia competition when it wasnamed BestNew
World Wine. ItOshowing aromasand flavorsof bold, rich and spicy dark fruit and black pepper with beautiful balance.One judge saidit washis favorite

amongthe high-end Bordeaux-styleblends and defined the term OMeritage.®sst New World Red (NWIWC), Gold (Finger Lakes). N 278 cases

Domaine Ste. Michelle $12

NV Extra Dry, Columbia Valley One oddity of wine terms is that an Oexta dryOsparkling wine acually is kind of sweet. Suchis the case with this lus-
cious bubbly, which has2.3% residual sugar and thus is a favorite at parties. This opens with refreshing aromas of citrus and rising bread dough, followed
by clean, delicious flavors of limes, lemons and tart apples. The sweetnessprovides a creamymouth feel and lengthy finish. Gold (Wash). N 50,000 cases

Best Buy!

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $11 CDN

2005 Classic Desert Sun, Okanagan Valley This blend of Auxerroisand Rieslingresultsin afruit-filled wine that showsoff aromasof clover, honey and
rosewaterand flavorsof citrus, apples,pearsand grapefruit with just a hint of lycheenut in the dry finish. This should go nicely with fresh crabor grilled hal-

ibut. Gold (Indy). N 1,500 cases

Reininger Winery $32

2003 Syrah, Walla Walla Valley Chuck Reninger is fondly called ©32uck ChudkOby his friends because of the pricing on this wine, and this Syrahis worth
the price, thanks to aromasand flavorsof blackbeies, rasplerries and hints of loganberries, aswell asleather and a hint of bacn fat on the palate 1tOs blend
of four top WallaWallaValleyvineyards: Patna, AshHollow, Pepper Bridge and Seven Hills. Gold (NWS). N 1,034 cases

Snake River Winery $18

2004 Arena Valley Vineyard Barbera, Idaho ArenaValleyVineyardis a beautiful operation in the SnakeRiverValley west of Boise,and this rare Idaho
Barberais areal treat. Its aromasand flavorsinclude mint, black fruit and sun-dried tomatoes. Concordance Gold (Indy). N 80 casss

Ste. Chapelle $22

2004 Reserve Series Riesling Ice Wine, Idaho Winemaker Chuck Devlin brought in frozen grapesfrom nearby Skyline Vineyard,resulting in adelicious
wine with 17%residualsugar It openswith aromasof tropical fruits and oranges,followed by flavorsof baked applesand pears.Becausethis wine washar-

vestedin late October, the grapeswere ableto retain their all-important acidity. Gold (RIWC). N 4,000 cases

Three Rivers Winery $15

2005 Biscuit Ridge Vineyard Late Harvest Gewiirztraminer, Walla Walla Valley In the northeastem corner of the WallaWalla Valley appellation is Biscuit
Ridge,formerly awinery and now an estatevineyardfor Three Rivers.At 1,800feet in elevation,itOone of the highestvineyardsin the AVA. GewYrztraminer
canbe atough grapeto turn into a dessertwine, but Holly Turner managesthe taskwith apparentease.This showsoff aromasand flavorsof cloves,grape-

fruit and honey, and the 9%residual sugaris beautifully balanced.Gold (Wash). N 1,002 cases

Three Rivers Winery $39
2003 Red Meritage, Columbia Valley This classicBordeaux-styleblend of Cab,Merlot, CabFranc,Malbecand Retit Vlerdot usesgrapesfrom six vineyards
throughout the Columbia Valley The resulting wine is rich in aromasand flavorsof dark fruit, including black cherries, aswell assweetspicesand well-inte-

grated oak. Double Gold (Wash). Gold (LBGC). N 613 cases
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Viento Wines $14

2005 Chukar Ridge Vineyard Sangiovese Rosé, Columbia Valley Owner/winemakr Rich Cushman earned his reputation in Oregon and still
produces a fair amount of wine from the state at his Hood River winery, but he also relies on grapes from across the Columbia River. This pleasing
rosZ is shows off bright aromas of strawberries, cherries and cranberries and smooth red fruit flavors. 1t@ a well-balanced wine to drink with ham or
pork. Gold (NWs). N 165 cases

Willow Crest Winery $28
2004 XIlIl, Yakima Valley Asluck would haveit, there are 13 different grape varietiesusedto make winesin Ch%.teauneuf-duape in the Southern Rh™ne
Valley This wine from the Yakima \alleyis namedin honor of that fact. This wine blend usesfour of those grapes,including Grenache,Mourvedre, Syrahand

Viognier. Its aromasand flavorsinclude juicy cherries, bright cranberries and underlying leather. Gold (Seattle). N 350 cases

Dalla Vina Wines $24
2004 Syrah, Yakima Valley This young Wilsonville, Ore., winery is getting most of its g-apes from Washington vineyards while its estate vineyard begins to bear
fruit. This isloaded with ragpberry ard blackoerry aromas and jam-padked flavors. Gold (NWS). N 67 casss

Best Buy!

Lone Canary Winery $15

2003 Rouge, Columbia Valley A delicious and affordableblend of Cabemnet Sauvignon,Merlot and CabernetFranc, this wine wascrafted by owner/wine-
maker Mike Scott, a longtime Washingtonvintner. This openswith aromasof dark fruit, leather and spices,followed by well-structured ripe fruit that is inte-

grated betweenthe varietiesand balancedwith modest tannins and good acidity. Gold (NWS, Seattle). N 521 cases

Maysara Winery $16
2005 Pinot Gris, McMinnville Owner Moe Momtazioperatesone of the largestvineyardsin the north Willamette Valley aswell asa sizablegrape nursery.
This refreshing Pinot Gris by winemaker Todd Haminawasone of our top picks lastsummer and is refreshingly delicious today. It offers aromasand flavors of

blood oranges,lemons and applesand hasample acidity for pairing with crab or scallops.Outstanding (WPNW). N 929 cases

Townshend Cellar $19

2003 Sangiovese, Columbia Valley This bright Sangiovesés loaded with character starting with aromasof pomegranates vanillaand oak. On the palate
are flavorsof bright cherries balancedwith modest tannins. The bright acidity and plentiful fruit screamfor lasagnaGold (NWS). N 160 cases
Columbia Crest $30

2002 Reserve Merlot, Columbia Valley Thisbig Merlot includes 10% Cab Fanc, 5% Caband 5% Syah and relied on fruit from the Wahluke Sope ard Horse
Heawen Hills. It offers aromas of red currants, cheries ard caramel, followed by flavors of blueberries, chocolate ard blackolives Gold (GHA). N 3,000 cases

Domaine Ste. Michelle $12

NV Blanc de Blanc, Columbia Valley This popular sparklerfrom winemaker Rick Casqueirois made primarily from Chardonnayand hasjust a bit of resid-
ual sugar(1%). Its aromasinclude fresh apples,vanillaand citrus, followed by flavorsof orchard fruits, a bit of lemon cakeand a hint of hazelnuton the finish.
Gold (Indy) N' 50,000 cases

LOEcole No. 41 $20

2004 Fries ineyard Semillon, Wahluke Slope This vireyard on the eastern side of the 13-mile-wide Wahluke Sbpe is run by the Fries fanily, which alsoowns
DesetWind and Duck Pond wineries. LOEbleOMarty Clubb loves the Semillon from this vireyard, and we can see why. It opens with aromas oflimes, fresh hay
and afair bit of oak, followed by supple flavors of orchard fruits, a bit of citrus and vanilla. Grilled halibut or lime chicken would pair well with this wine. Gold (NWS).

N 516 cases

Best Buy!

Hogue Cellars $10

2005 Pinot Grigio, Columbia Valley This hasbecome one of HogueOsost popular winesin recent years,partly becauseof the delicious fruit in the bottle
but alsobecauseof a coy name changefrom Finot Gris. This refreshingwine showsoff aromasand flavorsof oranges,vanilla,applesand pearswith abit of
sweetspicinesson the finish. Gold (\Ws). N 24,100 cases

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $34 CDN -
2003 SunRock Vineyard Merlot, Okanagan Valley Jacksonfriggs@igh-end Merlot from the southern OkanaganValley revealsaromasand flavorsof black
cherries, blackberries, black tea and a hint of tar. The moderate tannins are tamed by the fruit and nice chocolatetones on the finish. Best of Class (LA), gold

(OWF). N 279 casss

Reininger Winery $30
2002 Merlot, Walla Walla Valley Owner/winemalker Chuck Reiningercrafted this supple red from four top vineyardsin the WallaWalla Valley (Ash Hollow,
Pepper Bridge, Spring Valley and SevenHills). The resulting wine shows off aromasand flavorsof black cherries, black pepper and hints of fresh sage.Modest

tannins are mere background music through the lengthy finish. Gold (WineFest). N 1,397 cases

Three Rivers Winery $19
2003 Merlot, Columbia Valley This two-time gold medalwinner from atop WallaWalla Valley winery revealsaromasof red currants, cherries and sage fol-
lowed by flavorsof black cherries and dark berries. The approachabletannins meld with the fruit, providing structure without getting in the way This would

pair well with rustic pastadishes.Gold (PR, Chron). N 1,840 cases
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Burrowing Owl Estate Winery $30 CDN
2003 Syrah, Okanagan Valley Gold (LA).

Domaine Ste. Michelle $12

NV Frizzante, Columbia Valley Gold (Indy)

Chateau Lorane $18
2004 Viognier, Oregon Gold (Oregon).

Chateau Ste. Michelle $29
2003 Ethos Syrah, Columbia Valley Best of Show (Wash), Gold (Chron).
TimberRock Winery $20
2004 Cabernet Sauvignon, Washington Gold (Idaho).

Basel Cellars Estate Winery $24
2003 Claret, Walla Walla Valley Best of Class (WCWC).

Zerba Cellars $28
2004 Syrah, Columbia Valley Gold (Oregon).

C.R. Sandidge Wines $18
2002 Boushey Vineyard Syrah, Yakima Valley Gold (Seattle).
Camaraderie Cellars $32
2003 Grace, Washington Gold (LBGC).

Capstone Cellars $28
2004 Boushey Vineyard Syrah, Yakima Valley Gold (NWS).
Capstone Cellars $19
2004 Boushey Vineyard Sangiovese, Yakima Valley Gold (NWS).
Chateau Lorane $30
2004 Late Harvest Gewlrztraminer, Rogue Valley Double Gold (Finger Lakes).
Chateau Ste. Michelle $25
2003 Cold Creek Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Double Gold (WCWC). Gold (Critics).
Best Buy! Covey Run Winery $9
2004 Sauvignon Blanc, Columbia Valley Gold (SFl).

Robert Karl Cellars $29
2004 Syrah, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS, Wash).

Samson Estates Winery $13
2004 Chardonnay, Columbia Valley Gold (Wash).

Best Buy!

Snoqualmie Vineyar ds $7
2005 Winemaker’s Select Riesling, Columbia Valley Gold (Indy).
Barrister Winery $27
2002 Merlot, Columbia Valley Platinum (Critics).

Coeur dOAlene Cellars $28
2003 Syrah, Washington Double Gold (IEWC), Best of Show (Idaho).
Dunham Cellars $75
2003 Lewis Vineyard Syrah, Columbia Valley Outstanding (WPNW).
Fort Wine Co. $23 CDN

NV Iced Apple, B.C. Gold (ACWC).

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $20 CDN
2005 Grand Reserve Sauvignon Blanc, Okanagan Valley Gold (ACWC, OWF).
Kana Winery $18

2004 Tempranillo, Yakima Valley Gold (NWS).
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Pend dOOeille Winery $11
20083 Bistro Rouge, Washington Gold (NWS).

Snake River Winery $26
2002 Reserve, ldaho Gold (WCWC).

Styring Vineyar ds $28
2003 Red Hills Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley Gold (NWS).
Barnar d Grif fin $17
2004 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS).
Carlton Hill Wine Co. $32
2004 Pinot Noir, Yamhill-Carlton District

Gold (NWS).

Chalet Estate Winery $17 CDN
2005 Orange Muscat, Okanagan Valley Gold (ACWC).

Col SolarZ $70
2002 Red Table Wine, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS).

Dunham Cellars $45
2003 Syrah, Columbia Valley Outstanding (WPNW).

Gehringer Brothers Estate Winer y $14 CDN
2005 Dry Rock Vineyards Chardonnay, Okanagan Valley Gold (LA).
Gordon Brothers Family Vineyards $40
2001 Tradition, Columbia Valley Gold (LA).

Hells Canyon Winery $22
2004 Deer Slayer Syrah, Idaho Gold (NWS). Melr ose Vineyards $15
2005 Pinot Gris, Umpqua Valley Outstanding (WPNW).
Sagelands Vineyards $14
2002 Four Corners Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Double Gold (Chron).
Basel Cellars Estate Winery $36
2003 Red Wine, Walla Walla Valley Gold (NWS).

Bergevin Lane Vineyar ds $45
2003 Intuition, Columbia Valley Double Gold/Best of Class (WCWC).
Best Buy!

Camas Prairie Winery $10
NV Palouse Gold Mead, Idaho Gold (LA).

Chateau Lorane $24
2003 Syrah, Rogue Valley Gold (Oregon).

Best Buy!

Claar Cellars $9
2005 White Bluffs Johannisberg Riesling, Columbia Valley Gold (Fla)
Covey Run Winery $22
2003 Reserve Semillon Ice Wine, Yakima Valley Gold (PR).
Foolish Oak $11
2003 Chardonnay, Columbia Valley Gold (LA).

Gordon Brothers Family Vineyards $20
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Gold (SFI).

Kyra $15

2005 Pinot Gris, Washington Gold (Indy).

LOEcole No. 41 $45
2003 Pepper Bridge Vineyard Apogee, Walla Walla Valley Gold (NWS).

Snake River Winery $18
2004 Syrah, Idaho Gold (WCWC).
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Tualatin Estate $16
2004 Semi-Sparkling Muscat, Oregon Gold (Chron).

Vin du Lac $18
2004 Vie!, Columbia Valley Gold (Dallas).

Westham Island Estate Winer y $13 CDN
2005 Cranberry, British Columbia Best of Category (ACWC).

Winter @ Hill Vineyar d $18
2005 Pinot Gris, Dundee Hills Gold (LA, IEWC), Outstanding (WPNW).
Woodward Canyon Winery $75
2003 Old Vines Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS).
Bergevin Lane Vineyar ds $25
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS).
Burrowing Owl Estate Winery $27 CDN
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Okanagan Valley Gold (ACWC).
Chateau Ste. Michelle $16
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Gold (Wash, GHA).
Dobbes Family Estate $18
2005 Vanjohn Vineyard Pinot Gris, Willamette Valley Outstanding (WPNW).
Fort Wine Co. $20 CDN

NV Gold Rush, British Columbia Gold (NWS).

Hogue Cellars $15
2005 Genesis Riesling, Columbia Valley Gold (Wash).

Maryhill  Winer y $36
2003 Proprietor’s Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley Outstanding (WPNW).
Mt. Boucherie Estate Winery $16 CDN
2004 Summit Reserve Ehrenfelser, Okanagan Valley Gold (NWS).
Northstar $29
2002 Stella Maris, Columbia Valley Gold (GHA).

Best Buy!

Sagelands Vineyar d $14
2003 Four Corners Merlot, Columbia Valley Gold (Seattle, RINC).
Townshend Cellar $19

2003 Syrah, Columbia Valley
Outstanding (WPNW).

Wild Goose Vineyar ds $16
2005 Pinot Gris, Okanagan Valley Outstanding (WPNW).

Woodward Canyon Winery $55
2003 Estate Red, Walla Walla Valley Gold (NWS).
Cathedral Ridge Winery $20

2004 Merlot, Columbia Valley Gold (NWS).

CedarCr eek Estate Winery $45 CDN
2003 Platinum Reserve Meritage, Okanagan Valley Best of Category (ACWC).

James Leigh Cellars $32

2003 Spofford Station Estate Grown Syrah, Walla Walla Valley Outstanding (WPNW).
Lone Canary Winery $30

2003 DuBrul Vineyard Reserve, Yakima Valley Gold (WCWC).

RoxyAnn Winer y $18

2005 Pinot Gris, Oregon Gold (LA).

Thurston Wolfe Winery $15

2004 Sweet Rebecca, Yakima Valley Gold (GHA).
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Vin du Lac $19

2004 Barrel Select Chardonnay, Columbia Valley Gold (PR).

Willis Hall $16

2003 Snipes Canyon Malbec, Yakima Valley Gold (Indy).

Best Buy!

Columbia Winery $12

2005 Gewtirztraminer, Columbia Valley Double Gold/Best Gewiirziraminer (SF).
LOEcole No. 41 $20

2004 Semillon Ice Wine, Columbia Valley Gold (Wash).

Best Buy!

Airlie Winery $10

2003 White Riesling, Willamette Valley Best of Show (Oregon).
Barnar d Grif fin $30

2003 Reserve Merlot, Columbia Valley Gold (LBGC).

Jackson-T riggs Vintners $27 CDN

2004 Grand Reserve Cab-Shiraz, Okanagan Valley Best of Category (ACWC), Gold (OFW).
Paradis Family Vineyar d $18

2004 Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley Gold (NWS).

Best Buy!

Thurston Wolfe Winery $10

2005 Lemberger Rosato, Washington Gold (SFI).



